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180 [June, 1842. 

STATED MEETING, Jone 14th, 1842. 
Vice President Morton in the Chair. 

DONATIONS TO MUSEUM. 

Seventy-six specimens of Birds, in skin, originally forming 
part of the Collection of M. Ruppell, (with his labels still 
attached,) and derived principally from Egypt and Nubia. 
Presented by Professor Holbrook, of Charleston, S. C. 
This collection embraces the following : 

Cathartes perenopterus. Emberiza hortulana. 

Falco Buteo, L. (1 male and 2 citrinella, (male.) 

female.) Fringilla carduelis, (female.) 

Palumbarius, L. (male.) montana, (male & fern.) 

Apivorus, L. (female.) paridisea. 

rufus. Loxia pyliopsillacus, (male.) 

Lanius collurio, Briss. (female.) Sturnus varians, (male, female 

collaris. and young.) 

Colius indicus. Corvus Pica, (2 males.) 

Musicapa grisola, L. (female.) glandarius, (2 males.) 

Turdus musicus. Lamprotorius Morio. 

Torquatus, (male.) Nectarinia promerops. 

iliacus, (female.) Upupa epops, (male.) 

Oriolus galbula, (male.) Alcedo ispida, (female.) 

condougnan. Picus viridis, (male.) 



Ceylanicus. major, (male.) 



Silvia phceniceus, (3 males.) Cuculus canorus, (young 

trochilus, (male.) male.) 

hortensis, (male.) prionanis. 

sibillatrix, (female.) Columba oenas, (male.) 

atricapilla, (male.) Abyssinica. 

Regulus flavicupillus. porphyrea. 

Motacilla alba, (female.) Capensis. 

Anthus arboreus, (male and fem.) palumbus. 

Cypsilus apus. Ardea major. 

Alauda arvensis, (male.) — garetta. 

Parus ater, (male and female.) Ardea . 

major, (male.) Glareola torquata. 

caudatus, (female.) Cichonia nigra. 

Emberiza schoeniclus, (male Diomeda melanphrys. 

and female.) Tantalus Ibis. 
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Porphyris smaregdinus. Anas Egyptiacus. 

Recurvirostra . Fulica cristata. 

Tringa pugnans. Gallinula Chlorops. 

A Collection of Insects, from Mr. Charles W. Twigg, of New 
Harmony, Indiana. 

Mass of Sandstone, from the neighbourhood of Plymouth, 
Pennsylvania, containing nodules of the same substance, in 
cavities. From Dr. Hiram Corson, of Plymouth. 

DONATIONS TO LIBRARY. 

Second Bulletin of the National Institution for the Promotion 
of Science. March 1841, to February, 1842. Washing- 
ton, 1842. From the Society. 

WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS. 

The Chairman read a letter from Mr. S. S. Haldeman, dated 
Marietta, Pennsa., May 17, 1842, enclosing communications 
intended for publication in the Proceedings of the Academy, 
viz : descriptions of a new Species of Cypris, of two species 
of Hydrachnse, and of two Entomostraca. 

In this letter Mr. Haldeman stated the singular fact of his 
having observed, " in a small pond two feet in diameter and 
two inches deep, no less than thirty species of animal form ; 
including two Crustacea, four Entomostraca, nine Mollusca, 
one Annelid, two Hydrachnas, and about a dozen aquatic 
larvae." 

The communications were referred to a committee, consist- 
ing of Mr. Phillips, Dr. Goddard and Dr. Morton. 

A letter was also read from Dr. Corson, dated Conshehock- 
en, June 10, 1842, accompanying his donation. 

VERBAL COMMUNICATIONS. 

Professor Rogers called the attention of the members to the 
recent earthquake in St. Domingo, remarkable for its severity 
and the great destruction of life and property. He alluded to 
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the evidence which the recent accounts from the West Indies 
furnish, of the general correctness of the hypothesis, originally 
advanced by Michel], in the Philosophical Transactions for 
1760, that the movement of the earth in earthquakes is modu- 
latory. That such is the nature of the motion may be con- 
sidered indeed as established, both from observation in many 
regions of the globe, and from instrumental investigations 
now in progress in Scotland. Professor Rogers proposes to 
explain the billowy oscillation of the ground, by actual waves 
engendered on the surface of the great fluid lava-mass, sup- 
posed to occupy the whole interior of the globe ; and he ac- 
counts for the waves, by the sudden or explosive escape of 
highly compressed vapours, by the rending of the crust, or 
through other outlets. 

He suggested to the Society the importance of procuring, 
through correspondence on the part of members, some more 
detailed and accurate statements than have yet appeared in the 
public prints, in relation to the phenomena of the late shocks 
in the West Indies ; as regards, 

First. The extent of the earthquake ; whether it reached 
the mainland of South America, and to what distance north- 
ward from Porto Rico and St. Domingo it was felt at sea. 

Secondly. The direction of the undulations and accompa- 
nying concussions. 

Thirdly. The precise time at each locality of the occur- 
rence of the first shock, and of each principal succeeding one. 

Fourthly. Whether the cloud of vapour reported to have 
been seen at Port Plate, on the north-east coast of St. Domin- 
go, was actually such, or merely dust, caused by disturbance 
of the soil or the crushing of falling buildings. 



